Introduction
.
In an attempt to further explore the heterogeneity of basement membranes we concentrated on two integral components of basement membranes: laminin (Chung et al., 1979; Timpl et al., 1979) and collagen type IV (Timpl et al., 1978) . We hypothesized that Figure  3A) . The immunoreactivity of type IV collagen in testicular basement membrane became discontinuous after enzyme treatment ( Figure  3B ), but type IV collagen could shows strong reactivity of the basement membranes of seminiferous tubules and blood vessels.
Hilar tubule (H) reacts most prominently.
(B) Section pretreated with protease for 2 hr at 37#{176}C, reacted with anti-type IV collagen, shows discontinuity of tubular basement membranes.
(C) Section pre-treated with protease for 4 hr at 21#{176}C, reacted with 3H11, shows only trace reactivity (arrows) in the hilar tubule, whereas all the other tubules are unreactive. , (D) Phase-contrast photograph of C. Original magnification x 260. Bars = 100 sm. , 1982) . In contrast to these studies, we have used pro- was in a conformation that is more sensitive to protease digestion.
It is also possible that laminin was less crossbinked to other components ofmatrix, such as proteoglycans (lozzo, 1985 
